
The 14 Key Words 

Words Prefix 
Common 
Meaning Root 

Common 
Meaning 

1. aspect ad- to, toward spect see 

2. detain de- away, down ten, tain hold, have 

3. epilogue epi- upon logue say, study 
of 

4. indisposed in- 

dis- 

not 

apart, not 

pose put, place 

5. insist in- into sist stand 

6. intermittent inter- between, 
among 

mis, mit send 

7. mistranscribe mis- 

trans- 

wrong 

across, 
beyond 

scrip, script write 

8. monograph mono- alone, one graph write 

9. nonextended non- 

ex- 

not 

out, beyond 

tend stretch 

10. offer ob- toward fer bear, carry 

11. oversufficient over- 

sub- 

above 

under 

ficient make, do 

12. precept pre- before cept take, seize 

13. reproduction re- 

pro- 

back again 

forward, for 

duc, duce, 
duct 

lead 

14. uncomplicated un- 

com- 

not 

together, 
with  

plicate fold 

 
Memorize their meanings, prefixes, and roots, you can unlock the meaning of over 14,000 words in English 

	   -‐Paul Nation's book Teaching and Learning Vocabulary	  


